
M
edicare w

ill soon be offering financial help for your
prescription drugs costs through M

edicare prescription drug
plans.  M

edicare w
ill w

ork w
ith com

panies to offer these plans
that w

ill help you save m
oney on your prescription drug costs.

In order to get this help, you m
ust choose and enroll in a

M
edicare prescription drug plan that m

eets your needs.

This new
sletter includes som

e im
portant inform

ation on this
upcom

ing benefit, and I hope you w
ill contact m

y office or
M

edicare at w
w

w
.m

edicare.gov or 1-800-M
ED

IC
A

R
E

should you require additional inform
ation or assistance.

H
ere’s how

 you can get ready to take advantage of the new
M

edicare Prescription D
rug B

enefit:

M
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G B

EN
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Starting January 1, 2006, prescription drug coverage w
ill be

available for all seniors in M
edicare.
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ailing w

as prepared, published and
m

ailed at taxpayer expense.
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C
ontact Inform
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D

istrict
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ast D
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Bartow
, FL   33830
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W
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D
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T
h

e n
ew

 M
edicare P

rescrip
tio

n
 D

rug b
en

efit w
ill so

o
n

 b
e

availab
le to

 h
elp

 m
illio

n
s o

f sen
io

rs save m
o

n
ey o

n
 th

eir
p

rescrip
tio

n
 d

rug co
sts, in

clud
in

g th
o

usan
d

s acro
ss F

lo
rid

a’s
12th

 C
o

n
gressio

n
al D

istrict.

Startin
g N

ovem
b

er 15, 2005, all sen
io

rs w
ith

 M
ed

icare w
ill b

e
ab

le to
 en

ro
ll in

 a p
lan

 to
 h

elp
 th

em
 cover th

e co
st o

f
p

rescrip
tio

n
 drugs, an

d every p
erso

n
 w

ill h
ave a ch

o
ice o

f at
least tw

o
 drug p

lan
s th

at cover b
o

th
 b

ran
d-n

am
e an

d gen
eric

drugs, w
ith

 extra h
elp

 fo
r th

o
se w

h
o

 n
eed it m

o
st.

I h
ave arran

ged
 several M

ed
icare D

rug B
en

efit sem
in

ars to
an

sw
er an

y questio
n

s yo
u m

ay h
ave o

n
 th

e n
ew

 b
en

efit, an
d

h
o

p
e yo

u w
ill atten

d o
n

e th
at is co

nven
ien

t fo
r yo

u.  T
h

ere w
ill

b
e rep

resen
tatives fro

m
 M

edicare an
d th

e So
cial Security

A
dm

in
istratio

n
 to

 an
sw

er an
y sp

ecific questio
n

s yo
u m

ay h
ave.

A
s alw

ays, it is an
 h

o
n

o
r to

 serve an
d rep

resen
t yo

u in
 th

e
U

n
ited

 States H
o

use o
f R

ep
resen

tatives.  R
est assured

 I am
w

o
rkin

g h
ard fo

r yo
u an

d lo
o

k fo
rw

ard to
 th

e m
an

y ch
allen

ges
an

d o
p

p
o

rtun
ities facin

g th
e 109th

 C
o

n
gress.
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n

gress

If you don’t use a lot of prescription drugs now
, you still

should consider joining.  A
s seniors age, m

any w
ill need

prescription drugs to stay healthy.  For m
ost people,

joining now
 m

eans you w
ill pay a low

er m
onthly prem

ium
than if you w

ait to join later.

W
ho can join? A

nyone w
ith M

edicare Part A
 and/or Part B

can join a M
edicare prescription drug plan offered in their

area.  If you are in a M
edicare A

dvantage Plan (like an H
M

O
or PPO

), your plan m
ay also offer drug coverage.

H
ow

 m
uch does it cost? Like other insurance, if you join,

you w
ill pay a m

onthly prem
ium

 (generally around $32 in
2006) and a yearly deductible (up to $250 in 2006).  You w

ill
also pay a part of the cost for your prescriptions, w

hich w
ill

vary depending on w
hich drug plan you choose.  Som

e plans
m

ay offer m
ore coverage and additional drugs for a higher

m
onthly prem

ium
.  If you have lim

ited incom
e and qualify for

extra help, you m
ay not have to pay a prem

ium
 or deductible

at all.

W
hen can you join? If you currently have M

edicare Part A
and/or Part B

, you can join a M
edicare prescription drug plan

betw
een N

ovem
ber 15, 2005 and M

ay 15, 2006.  If you join
by D

ecem
ber 31, 2005, your M

edicare prescription drug plan
coverage w

ill begin on January 1, 2006.  If you join after that,
your coverage w

ill begin the first day of the m
onth after the

m
onth you join.  If you join a M

edicare prescription drug plan
after M

ay 15, 2006, you are likely to pay a higher m
onthly
cont. page 3
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N
ovem

ber 7, 2005
M

O
N

D
AY

11:00 am
Starlite B

allroom
395 Village D

r.
Poinciana, FL

4:00 pm
First B

aptist C
hurch

410 E. C
hurch St.

B
artow

, FL

N
ovem

ber 8, 2005
TU

ESD
AY

10:00 am
Com

m
unity H

all,
South C

am
pus

1910 Pebble B
each B

lvd
Sun C

ity C
enter

N
ovem

ber 9, 2005
W

ED
N

ESD
AY

10:00 am
Saint Luke M

inistries
910 W

. Q
uincy St.

Lakeland, FL
2:00 pm

First B
aptist C

hurch at
the M

all
1010 E. M

em
orial B

lvd
R

oom
 C

-102
Lakeland, FL

N
ovem

ber 10, 2005
TH

U
R

SD
AY

11:00 am
B

ell Shoals
B

aptist C
hurch

2102 B
ell Shoals R

d.
B

randon, FL

Please call m
y district

office at
(863) 534-3530
or toll free at

(866) 534-3530
for m

ore inform
ation

on these sem
inars.

Look over your current health insurance coverage to
determ

ine your current coverage and out-of-pocket
drug costs.

K
eep a list of the nam

e, dosage, and cost of the
prescriptions you use. Since different plans w

ill cover
different drugs, this inform

ation w
ill help you choose a

plan that m
eets your prescription needs.

If you have a lim
ited incom

e, check the m
ail for an

application from
 the Social Security A

dm
inistration to

get extra help paying for a M
edicare prescription drug

plan.

If you have prescription drug coverage through a
form

er em
ployer or union, check w

ith your benefits
adm

inistrator - coverage m
ay be different for you.

The sem
inar begins at

12:00 pm
, but lunch w

ill be
available at 11am

 for $5.
Please R

SV
P by N

ovem
ber

4th at (866) 534-3530
if you w

ould like to
reserve a lunch.

3:00 pm
C

ity of Lake W
ales

201 W
est C

entral Ave.
Lake W

ales, FL
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If yo
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e m
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p
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n
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rescrip
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en
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O
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e m
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M
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H
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r o

b
tain

in
g

p
rescrip

tio
n

 drug coverage
an

d in
structio

n
s o

n
 h
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N
ovem

b
er 15, 2005

F
irst day yo

u can
 ap

p
ly

fo
r p

rescrip
tio

n
 drug

coverage.

Janu
ary 1, 2006

M
edicare drug coverage

b
egin

s fo
r th

o
se en

ro
lled

by D
ecem

b
er 31, 2005.

M
ay 15, 2006

L
ast day to

 en
ro

ll in
 a

M
edicare p

rescrip
tio

n
drug p

lan
 in

 2006 w
ith

o
ut

p
ayin

g a p
en

alty.

Veterans’ issues rem
ain an im

portant focus for the 109th
C

ongress.  From
 ensuring that m

edical care is properly
funded to enacting the Survivor B

enefit Plan (SB
P),

C
ongress has w

orked diligently to bring the services needed,
and deserved, to veterans across the country.

VA
 M

edical Funding Shortfall
R

estored
C

ongress passed the FY
 2006

B
udget w

ith m
y support on M

ay
26, 2005, providing $31 billion
for veterans’ health program

s.
O

n June 23, 2005, the Veterans
A

dm
inistration (VA

) announced
that they w

ould experience m
ore

than a $1 billion shortfall from
their FY

2005 enacted budget for
veterans’ health program

s.   In
July, 2005, both the H

ouse and
Senate appropriated an
additional $1.5 billion for these
FY

 2005 m
edical services, w

hich becam
e public law

 on
A

ugust 2, 2005.  A
s a m

em
ber of the B

udget C
om

m
ittee, I

w
ill be sure to continue review

ing the financial needs of the
Veterans A

dm
inistration (VA

) and w
ork to ensure those

needs are m
et.

Veterans Funding Increased O
ver L

ast 10 Years
Funding for veterans’ m

edical care is extrem
ely im

portant,

but m
any other issues and needs face the veteran com

m
unity

that also require C
ongressional support and action.  You w

ill
be glad to know

 that since 1995, total per-veteran spending
increased from

 $1,368 to $2,773, a 103%
 increase.  In

addition, spending for veterans m
edical care increased from

$16.2 billion to $30.2 billion, an 86%
 increase.  A

 new
 $22

billion C
oncurrent R

eceipt
benefit has been enacted, after
m

ore than a century of inaction
by the federal governm

ent,
providing these m

uch-needed
funds to over 250,000 disabled
m

ilitary retirees.  In addition,
passage of the Veterans B

enefit
Im

provem
ent A

ct increased the
VA

 H
om

e loan m
axim

um
s to

$333,700, representing a nearly
70%

 increase over 2001 levels,
and also enhanced education,
em

ploym
ent, and other benefits

for veterans.

I w
ill continue w

orking to im
prove veterans’ benefits.  From

expanding the scope and quality of veterans’ health care
services to providing new

 and increased benefits to disabled
veterans and their w

idow
s and spouses, please be assured that

I feel strongly that C
ongress m

ust w
ork to ensure that

veterans’ needs and benefits are supported and funded
properly by C

ongress.
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prem
ium

. You w
ill have to pay this higher prem

ium
 as long as you have a M

edicare
prescription drug plan.

W
hat M

edicare drug plans are available?  B
ecause people w

ith M
edicare receive

treatm
ent in different w

ays, you have choices about your drug coverage.  There are tw
o

types of M
edicare drug plans providing prescription drug coverage.  There w

ill be drug
plans that only provide prescription drug coverage.  These plans add drug coverage to
original M

edicare plans (Part A
 and/or Part B

), M
edicare Private Fee-for-Service plans

that do not offer prescription drug coverage, and M
edicare C

ost plans.  There w
ill also be

prescription drug coverage that is part of M
edicare A

dvantage Plans (like a M
edicare

H
M

O
, PPO

, or Private Fee-for-Service Plan) and other M
edicare H

ealth Plans.  You
w

ould get your M
edicare health care and prescription coverage through these plans.

H
ow

 should you com
pare M

edicare drug plans?  W
hen you find drug plans you w

ould
like to com

pare, contact the com
panies offering the plans to obtain m

ore inform
ation.

H
ere are a few

 suggestions on good questions to keep in m
ind w

hen com
paring plans:

Step 1: Find out w
hich plans cover your drugs.  D

rug plans w
ill cover different generic

and brand-nam
e drugs in different drug categories on their drug lists.  The drug list m

ay
not include your specific drug.  H

ow
ever, in m

ost cases, a sim
ilar drug that is safe and

effective should be available.

Step 2: Find out the costs of each plan.  M
edicare drug plans can vary on how

 m
uch

they charge and how
 m

uch they cover.  For plans you are interested in choosing, com
pare

the follow
ing for each plan:

        • Prem
ium

. The m
onthly paym

ent you m
ake to get coverage.

        • C
oinsurance or C

opaym
ents. Your share of your prescription drug costs.

           M
edicare and your drug plan also pay a share of the costs.

        • C
overage lim

its. Som
e plans m

ay have you pay all drug costs beyond a
          certain lim

it.  If you have lim
ited incom

e and resources, you m
ay qualify for extra

          help paying for M
edicare prescription drug coverage that can low

er or even
          elim

inate these costs.

Step 3: Find out each plan’s pharm
acy and m

ail order options.  M
edicare w

ill require
plans to have convenient pharm

acies from
 w

hich you can choose.  If you w
ant to stay w

ith
a current pharm

acy, find out if you can use your pharm
acy w

ith the drug plan.  Som
e drug

plans also allow
 you to get your prescriptions through the m

ail.

G
etting m

ore inform
ation.  D

etailed inform
ation about M

edicare
prescription drug plans in C

entral Florida is now
 available through

M
edicare and com

panies sponsoring plans.  You should soon receive
the M

edicare &
 You H

andbook in the m
ail w

ith m
ore inform

ation.

You can also call 1-800-M
E

D
IC

A
R

E
 (1-800-633-4227) or visit

w
w

w
.m

edicare.gov to learn m
ore.  O

f course, you m
ay also contact

m
y office for m

ore help at (863) 534-3530, or visit
w

w
w

.adam
putnam

.house.gov.  I w
ill also be sponsoring M

edicare
D

rug B
enefit sem

inars to answ
er your specific questions.  I have listed

the inform
ation for these sem

inars on the front of this new
sletter, and hope you w

ill attend
one that is convenient for you.
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A
fter 40 years of providing coverage

for doctor visits, hospital stays, and
surgeries, M

edicare now
 covers

preventive screenings in addition to
offering prescription drug coverage.
A

s part of the M
edicare law, every

new
 M

edicare beneficiary can receive
a free initial physical exam

.

In addition to already covering
screenings for glaucom

a, as w
ell as

breast, cervical, colorectal, and prostate cancers, M
edicare

now
 covers new

 cholesterol, blood lipid, diabetes, and
osteoporosis screenings, and new

 disease m
anagem

ent
program

s. These screenings are im
portant for seniors to

m
aintain good health and a quality retirem

ent.
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M
aking the correct health insurance

decision often depends on how
know

ledgeable you are about your
benefits, options and rights. The
SH

IN
E

 (Serving H
ealth Insurance

N
eeds of E

lders) Program
 provides

elders and their caregivers w
ith inform

ation and unbiased
health insurance counseling. Through a netw

ork of trained
volunteer counselors, assistance is provided regarding
M

edicare, Prescription A
ssistance, Long-Term

 C
are

Insurance, M
edicaid, and a variety of other health insurance

issues.

To contact a SH
IN

E C
ounselor, call the ELD

ER
H

ELPLIN
E at 1-800-963-5337 for m

ore inform
ation

and services available in your com
m

unity.
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